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Description / Big Ideas Essential Questions End of Unit Assessment 

 
Unit 1: 

 
Narrative 
Voices: 

Examining 
the Impact of 
Point of View 
and Dialogue 

 

Target 
Standards:  
RL.8.2 
RL.8.3 
RL.8.6 
W.8.3 
 

Description This unit allows students to explore how differing 
perspectives and points of view influence beliefs in a community. 
During this unit students will read and analyze a variety of texts 
including poetry, short stories, and informational articles. The texts 
analyzed in this unit challenge students to determine how an author's 
use of point of view affects the reader's experience with special 
attention to suspense and humor in fictional texts. Students will make 
connections between the techniques the author uses and what they 
reveal about society and community.     
 
Using a whole-novel approach, students may read about differing 
perspectives in a book that creates humor or suspense.  The teacher 
or student can choose from Dracula, The Princess Bride, The Book 
Thief*, or Refugee.  
 
 
 Big Idea: Authors use differences in points of view of characters, 
readers, and narrators to create suspense or humor.  
 

 
 
How do differences in 
point of view influence 
the reader’s experience? 
 
 
What is the power of 
narrative voice?  
 

Narrative Writing 
 
Part One: Students will analyze 
characteristics of a story in order to 
analyze elements of horror and/or 
suspense. 
Part Two: Students will reimagine and 
retell Edgar Allan Poe’s “The Tell-Tale 
Heart” from a different point of view to 
create a different effect such as humor, 
suspense, or a lighter or darker tone and 
to convey a different theme or make a 
different point about society than the 
original.   
 

Unit 2:  
 

Beyond 
Heroes and 
Holidays: 

Synthesizing 
Multimedia 
Resources 

 
(Former 
Unit 3) 

Target 
Standards:  
RI8.7 
RI.8.9 
W8.2 
 
 

Description: In this unit, students explore the role that cultural 
identity plays in their community and as they progress through the 
stages of their lives.  Students will employ various approaches to 
literary criticism and analyze several multimedia resources in order 
synthesize information. The PBA will use an online research module.  
 
Using a whole-novel approach, students may read about cultural 
crossroads in fiction and nonfiction such as Refugee, I Am Malala, or 
They Called Us Enemy.  
 
Big Idea: Cultural background and an understanding of cultural 
diversity influences a person’s perspective on community and the 
people in their communities.  
   

 
How do we navigate 
cultural crossroads? 
 
 
What can be gained 
from various forms of 
media?  
 

Explanatory Task 
 
Students will participate in a research 
task to recommend a way to celebrate 
cultural diversity in schools. 
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Unit 3: 
 

How It’s 
Made: 

Analyzing 
Structure and 

Style 
 

(Former Unit 
2) 
 

Target 
Standards: 
RL8.4 
RL.8.5 
W.8.2 
 
 

Description: In this unit, students explore how common themes are 
conveyed using different storytelling structures. During this unit 
students will read multiple literary texts (science fiction, fantasy, 
essay, realistic fiction) including excerpts from A Midsummer Night's 
Dream to analyze how characters’ decisions are provoked by 
dialogue or events and compare the effects of text structures and 
stylistic word choice.  
 
 Big Idea: Authors often use specific structural and stylistic choices 
to convey themes.   
 

 
How do authors make 
the old new? 
 
What are structural 
patterns in how authors 
convey theme? 
  

Literary Analysis 
 
Students will write a literary analysis 
comparing stylistic and structural 
elements that convey a theme in both 
“The Princess and the Puma” and A 
Midsummer Night’s Dream. 
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Unit 4: 
 

Speak Your 
Truth: 

Evaluating 
Arguments 

 

Target Standards: 
RI.8.6 
RI.8.8 
W.8.1 
 
 

Description: This unit will offer students the opportunity to 
explore how language can influence a community.  To that end, 
students will analyze the use of rhetoric by various writers and 
speakers and apply these analytical skills to a piece of original 
writing.  Students will read various speeches, poems, letters, 
and articles related to the seminal texts, identify elements of 
rhetoric used by the writers, and evaluate the effectiveness of 
the rhetoric.  The unit culminates with a PBA in which students 
select and analyze the rhetoric used in two commencement 
speeches and use one of those speeches as a mentor text in 
which to compose their own "farewell to middle school" 
speech. There are two seminal texts for this unit to be taught 
using the Whole Novels approach- The Narrative of the Life of 
Frederick Douglass and Chasing Lincoln's Killer.   
 
 Big Idea: An author’s use of rhetorical devices and strategies 
advances the development of the author’s message, including 
theme or central idea, and purpose.   
 

How do we speak our truth? 
 
What rhetorical techniques 
have the greatest impact?  

Analysis and Argument 
Students will select and analyze 
the rhetoric used in two 
commencement speeches and use 
one of those speeches as a mentor 
text in which to compose their own 
"farewell to middle school" 
speech.  

 

http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/8/#CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.8.1

